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Appendix 6: Development and Composition of ADB Highway Projects 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REGIONAL NATIONAL FEEDER TOTAL

1975 AND BEFORE 206 719 34 959
1976 ‐ 1980 216.4 886.8 361 1464
1981 ‐ 1985 203 949 730 1882
1986 ‐ 1990 897 1952 5436 8285
1991 ‐ 1995 1149 2323 10650 14122
1996 ‐ 2000 2452 2863 7803 13118
2001 ‐ 2005 4248 2694 8223 15164
2006 AND LATER 8384 9079 14545 32009

TOTAL ADB 17754 21466 47782 87003

KM

REGIONAL
ROADS

actual real (2008) real (2008) actual real (2008)

PRIOR TO 1975 74.40            195.60           329.60             32.80             86.23           

1976 ‐ 1980 399.30          914.40           346.24             145.70           333.65         

1981 ‐ 1985 442.80          882.94           324.16             184.40           367.69         

1986 ‐ 1990 968.20          1,681.76        1,434.40        467.30           811.70         

1991 ‐ 1995 1,947.70       2,853.06        1,838.40        986.20           1,422.98      

1996 ‐ 2000 6,757.20       8,905.99        3,922.88        2,903.60       3,826.94      

2001 ‐ 2005 8,672.95       9,956.55        6,796.16        3,608.40       4,142.44      

2006 ‐ 2010 22,754.60    22,754.60     13,415.04      10,149.50    10,149.50   

42,017.15    48,144.90    28,406.88      18,477.90    21,141.14   

TOTAL COST ADB FINANCING
ALL ROADS

Source: Author's estimates based on ADB data. 

Source: Author's estimates based on ADB data. 
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Appendix 7: Asian Highway Roads and ADB-Financed Regional Roads (km) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes: Primary to Class II = Asian Highway sections with 2 or more lanes corresponding to highway 
categories Primary, Class I, and Class II standards. Class III and below = Asian Highway sections with 2 or 
more lanes covering highway categories  Primary, Class I, Class II, and Class III. Total AH Roads = sections 
with 2 or more lanes covering highway categories Primary, Class I, Class II, and Class III and roads 
classified as others. ADB Total = ADB-financed regional roads conforming to Asian Highway “A” categories. 
 
Percentages above 100% indicate that ADB-financed regional roads are a multiple of the roads included in 
the AH system and/or that ADB has been involved more than once in rehabilitating a given road. The Bhutan 
East–West Highway meets both conditions. ADB-financed regional roads that are expected to link the 
southwestern part of Mongolia with the People’s Republic of China (PRC) are not yet included in the AH 
system. 
 
Source: UNESCAP (2006), Asian Highway Database (2004), and updates from member states.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ADB DMCs
PRIMARY TO CLASS III TOTAL ADB TOTAL

CLASS II AND BELOW AH ROADS KM PRIMARY TO CLASS III TOTAL

CLASS II AND BELOW AH ROADS

THAILAND 3,980          5,108         5,112       783 19.7% 15.3% 15.3%
MALAYSIA 1,595          1,595         1,595       300 18.8% 18.8% 18.8%
INDONESIA 1,953          3,918         2,966       1542 79.0% 39.4% 52.0%
PHILIPPINES 2,323          2,427         3,952       206 8.9% 8.5% 5.2%
MYANMAR 291             1,274         3,003       253 87.0% 19.9% 8.4%
PDMCs -              -             -           
LAOS -              2,375         2,378       1321 55.6% 55.6%
VIETNAM 2,323          2,427         2,678       1484 63.9% 61.2% 55.4%
CAMBODIA 398             1,141         1,340       328 82.4% 28.7% 24.5%
PRC 7,078          9,086         25,929     2625 37.1% 28.9% 10.1%
MONGOLIA 440             785            4,286       1359 308.9% 31.7% 31.7%
KOREA 907             907            907          115 12.7% 12.7% 12.7%
SRI LANKA 269             459            650          349 0.0% 76.1% 53.8%
INDIA 484             11,353       11,458     1096 226.4% 9.6% 9.6%
NEPAL 44               2,916         3,517       742 1685.9% 25.4% 21.1%
BANGLADESH 461             937            1,805       857 94.5% 94.5% 94.5%
BHUTAN 6                 6                167          1067 17788.3% 17788.3% 639.1%
PAKISTAN 1,634          4,203         5,377       218 49.5% 27.8% 5.1%
AFGHANISTAN 621             698            4,247       660 106.3% 94.6% 15.5%
ARMENIA -              -             -           
AZERBAIJAN 1,094          1,442         1,670       186 17.0% 12.9% 11.1%
KAZAKHSTAN 839             10,843       13,207     929 110.7% 8.6% 7.0%
KYRGYZ REP. 464             975            1,695       748 161.3% 76.7% 44.1%
TAJIKISTAN 289             892            1,925       454 0.0% 50.9% 23.6%
UZBEKISTAN 1,020          2,638         2,966       131 12.8% 5.0% 4.4%
TURKMENISTAN 2,180         2,204       

TOTAL 27,816        89,727       105,546   17754 64% 20% 17%

ADB SHARES IN AH CLASS
AH ROADS (KM) ADB REGIONAL ROADS

 

Source: Author's estimates based on ADB data. 
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Roads for Asian Integration: Measuring ADB’s Contribution to the Asian Highway 
Network

In this paper, Srinivasa Madhur, Ganeshan Wignaraja and Peter Darjes examine the link 
between regional roads and ADB support in Asia between 1966 and 2008. The paper finds 
that regional highways are a notable and growing part of ADB’s road portfolio since the 
1990s, particularly in the Banks’ subregional programs like the Greater Mekong Subregion 
(GMS) and the Central Asia Regional Economic Cooperation Program (CAREC). It also finds 
that ADB road investment has made a significant contribution to the Asian Highway itself, 
representing about two-thirds of Asian Highway core roads. Furthermore, strengthened 
coordination between ADB, UNESCAP and other actors can enhance the Asian Highway 
network and the process of regional road development in Asia.
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