
ADB Conference on the RCEP: A New Paradigm in Asia’s Trading Architecture
3-4 May 2022

RCEP Implementation: the Case of 
Cambodia 

SIM Sokheng



Implementation started… 
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The RCEP’s 1st CO Form was
issued and goods were
shipped on 03 Feb 2022.
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RCEP Online application and e-payment flowchart
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•How to deal with tariff differential and cumulation?
•Rules for the issuance of the CO vary depending on the 

country of destination? RCEP have common Rules!
•Cambodia has published RCEP Operational Certificate 

Procedures and Exporters’ Operations Guide where 
exporters can download relevant documents and file the 
application (https://co.moc.gov.kh)
à A team of experts at Department of Export-Import 
standby to advise and support on Certificate of Origin (CO)
application.  
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Implementation & Utilization 

If FTAs are so beneficial, why domestic firms are still
hesitant to use them?

•Overlapping FTAs (spaghetti/rice noodle bowl effects) and
Rules of Origin (RoO)

•Different interests among large firms and SMEs as well as
compliance cost

•Trade Facilitating (Single Window: https://nsw.gov.kh/)
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Priority Areas or Actions 

•Training and facilitating SMEs and firms 

•Making the utilization Simpler, Faster and Less 
Compliance Cost, as well as Transparent

•Using technologies: Digital technologies – Paperless 
trading à Declaration of Origin by an approved exporter

•Regulating the digital economy, data flows, cybersecurity
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Is this sufficient? 
•How to make sure Cambodian exporters can still benefit

from the preference and deal in case the CO is denial!

•Monitoring the preferential treatment among export
destination à collect and analyse utilization rates

•Continue monitoring other areas (Services and
Investment)

•Allocating resources to support both Firms and Public!
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Needs to Raise for the Benefits of RCEP to Cambodia
Raising level of ambitions and make more attractive in selected 
sectors/areas requires:

1. Research (economic, law, negotiations): 
(a) Areas: Utilization of FTAs, RoO, Trade Facilitation, (digital) 

Services & e-Commerce. 
(b) Establishment of best practices for future negotiations

2. Dissemination information, advisory services, and capacity 
building at the national and provincial levels

3. Technical and financial assistances 
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Cambodia Vision 2050
(high-income country)

Thank You!


